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Best practice flowchart 
antithrombotic removal

Postoperative continuation (with a new adsorber integrated into an 
extracorporeal circuit) is normally NOT needed if CPB time > 60 min, 
but can be done if needed.

Dosing

Start therapy with the start of CPB. CytoSorb® is easily integrated into 
the CPB circuit (post-pump to venous reservoir)Timing

Patients undergoing cardiac surgery who were pretreated with ticagrelor 
and / or rivaroxaban, with last dose of

• Ticagrelor < 72 hrs.

• Rivaroxaban < 48 hrs.

Patient selection

Reduction of bleeding complications, blood product use, and length 
of ICU stayTherapy goal
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NO

STOP
CytoSorb® with 
end of CPB**

START
Indication for

cardiac surgery

* CytoSorb® integration into CPB ** CPB times should ideally be >60 minutes to allow enough time
for sufficient substance removal by CytoSorb®.

Last dose of

ticagrelor < 72 hrs
and/or

rivaroxaban < 48 hrs
prior start of surgery

BEGIN
Begin surgery & 
start CytoSorb® 

immediately with 
start of the CPB* 

YES

follow us on
This decision guidance is non-binding and cannot replace the therapy decisions of the treating 
physician, who is in all cases responsible for the development and implementation of an adequate 
diagnostic and therapeutic plan for each individual patient. This chart is based on clinical data 
and best practice gained with CytoSorb® 300 and not transferable to any other blood purification 
device. CytoSorb® should only be administered by personnel who have been properly trained in 
administration of extracorporeal therapies. CytoSorb® is not available for commercial sale in USA. 
CytoSorb® and CytoSorbents are trademarks of the CytoSorbents Corporation, USA. 
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